DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED 8Y 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY I ' ' 

SOURCES N£TH.ODS EXEMPT I ON 382 B b«L_ „ 
IHU*ICRIHES«ISC11SU*EJCI per CM 43-28 


f 1 




■ vr»^v 

s >. 




DATE 2006 


MBNORAJOUM FOR: Chief of Operations 



SUBJECT: 


GEHLEH's Relationships with BEU3IKGSR and SPKJ 


1. A rteoot dispatch (attached) fron Colonel Critchf ieXA baaed on a 
long talk with General Heueinger provide* as with soon details on indica- 
tions of gradually uouatlng friction between Generals HEU3IBGKR and MBmSH 
on the one M&> and KEU3ISOER and 3PBZDSL on the other- At the sane tine 
the relationship between OEBUSH and SPB3BEL eaeaa to be getting closer. 

I 

2. The central Issue giving rise to this friction revolves around 
the qaretlon of security risks end the extent to which the West Osman 

go v aran mt Is penetrated by the soviet IS. As yon know, IHMLBI has a theory 
that e "Beta KhpeUe” exists In West Germay today and that a aunber of key 
goveraeant officials are Involved in varying degrees. One of hie pet pro- 
jects is to eolleet ell possible Information tending to support this theory. 
Anong these aanelderwd by CTWrjM ee security rlskn ore Achla OStSR and 
JMargsa SUBf of BBBISBEa's staff; however, (gBIJBi has been anahle to pro- 
Aaee say cone rets evidence to support his sasplcions. BEU3HOER Is fully 


In the sheenee of concrete derogatory lafteaatlon he ftfels obi 1 gated to sup- 
port hie subordinates; nevertheless, GEHLEH’s charges have tended to enke 
hie Job considerably nore conpllcated. At the earn tine charge* - relatively 
cannon in Bonn circles - of GEHLEH's "neddllng In poll ties" continue to 
rneoti HBBIBGSR’s vara. Be adalta that he has no concrete proof of these 
chargee but they do tend to increase his concern that GEHI2E Is Involved in 
natters which ere not properly the responsibility of the M3. HEOSISER 
re na r k e d that be considers It a regrettable coincidence that the Osmans 
have e "good Intelligence service" and a "weak security service". 


3. The gradually developing friction between HEU3IBGEB sad 3FBZBEL 
to be baaed on several factors. HEU3UC&R seeae to resent the fact 
that SFEIDBL ban been leading a leisurly existence In Paris leaving hla 
(BBUSXKGER) In Bonn with all the headache*. SPBIDBL tends to support 
OBHLRT* tbsorlee an Soviet IS penetration of the Meet Genoa govemnent. and 
has criticised HHSINGHR'f indeclsiveaees in ridding the BIASK Office of 
"security risks”. Also playing a key role in this entire relationship la 
foraer Lfc. Col. Gerhard WES5EL, a key asaber of SPEIDEL's staff who was on 
very close terns with HEUSIBGER whan both were with ZJPEBS. VESSEL left 
ZIPPER as "REUSXSGER'e nan" on temporary loan to SPEIBEL In Paris but has 
obviously bacons '’3P§XDEL's nan" and la solidly on the side of flSHJJKH and 
SPEIDEL la their views on "security risks" In the BLASS Office. 


k. Both rJBTTTJm and HEUSIBGER agree that WE3SEL should be the G-2 In 
the new defense establishment. With the present personnel situation in the 



BIAHK Office this would 0000 that be would be working under rTer-MAwnggagp end 
that QBTSR would be * amber of hie staff. VESSEL objects to KXBJJ4MDEEGQ 
for personal fiuo— , and to OSIER for security reasons, there have, how- 
ever # been lurtlostlnm that CPCLMAHM3B0G will receive an nealgrrnmt la Paris 
with SHAPE, lids would probably dear the air considerably for VESSEL'S 
assign— t ss tbs 0-2. This change, along with the estahl Ishamt of a 01S, 
sons olarlfleatlan of tbs re s pe ct ive charte rs of the BfV and the QIS, end, 
perhap s mat lapartant of all, tbs ao*e of ZIPPEH into a legal fmmwort 
offering a variety of cheeks and be In aces that do not la a legal sense 
exist under the p eas eat arsaagemat, will probably resoles met of the 
irritating faetore that affect the rel atio nship between HBJ9HBE8 end GKLEH. 
Da the final sm lysis, h oweve r , it Is OHHUW's pr e occu p ation with the pro- 
viso of Soviet pen et ration of the Heat Genoa goeer nn ent (dossiers la 
MILmh m federal Republic officials) which represents tbs root of the pro- 
Umu 


5* Oa the Issue of Sernas entry Into SATO, GB&UEV and HffSTbSKR 
appear to ha la ooaplate agr ee m a t la that they support unequivocally the 
mtPH Tf of t to TMvml ittto SAXO# tfltAUiitaMot ot ft full 12 

Division Arm and closest eoaparatlon vitb the United states. This 
menial ty of opinion also seam to extend to tbs 01S and its relations with 
the Osman dsfeasa estahl lstawmt. 
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1# I came away from dinner and -a lorn: eye nin ; with HJali on 18 April with 
some very distinct impressions r« • gordint;: eurrrnt nlation3hips between him and 
OTTLTTT on the one side and him and Hans ;-RET - .b.L on the other* On all important 
political and military issues all three of these former fenerala steadfastly 
support the policy of Chancellor ADFHAHES, Doth ; f'RH and : TT r LITy have, in con- 
versations as recent as the third week in April clearly and unequivocally 

supported the entrance of the FodRep into MATO, pressing ahead vigorously with 
the establishment of the full 12 Division Army, closest cooperation with the 
United States and, in general, full support of Chancellor ADFNAUtR • 8 policy of 
integration in the ifuropean and Atlantic Communities, This unanintLty of opinion 
also seems to extend to the issue of the GTS and its relations with the German 
defense estahlislBnent, However, beneath the surface of this ostensibly harmonicas 
atmosphere there do exist seme differences which may in the future assvme signi- 
finance. 


2. The crux of the matter is that. TftLT'CY and do not agree on the extent 

and character of penetration of the Federal Republic, S? FT DEL, on the other hand, 

has gradually developed with TTLTTT a relationship of wirloh !f >RN is both resentful 
and disapproving, HiRfl, during each of the conversations that I have had wi th 

him during the past year or so, hao eventually gotten around to r-’HRIDKL, He resents 

the fact that S I,: 'IDFT. has been leading a leisurely existence in p arls, leaving H')RR 
in Bonn with ail the headaches. Also, ftvTEXAVD, who left 'Ti’FtR as «R0R*Ms ^an" 
temporarily on loan to S°ET0KL in Paris, has obviously become "S^iiTDFL's man" and 
is solidly on the side of 7 'TT1.ITY and f'PFTDEL in their criticism of ’DiSJ's in- 
decisivedo* in ridding the office of ' security risks." Twice during the 

last year T have lunched alone with TFLAtfr. Although both RTTUTY and •? >flK 
periodically reaffirm that ■7Ti. i T.A?!D will bt the I-C, WXAW has refused to work 
with OSTFJt (for security reasons) and under KIKLHANMGKFG (for personal reasons). 
fThTJLWD war, some months a;u>, sharply critical of the fact that HtRH had permitted 
the situation to develop where Juergor. BRANDT and 03TIR were the only two mrnfccrs 
permitted to carry the S°:?FRIC material K-twro.n FAIT?? .and BONN. TELStiD is well 
known for his bitin : narcasr and bis lack of tact, dr is known as a brilliant 
officer with strong convictions and oni ninns to which he rather stubbornly adheres. 
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He is impartial in his choice of targets and I have ' ear cl him take- 'fTT r.TTY over 
the coals with the 9 ame personal det&ohroent that has hern characteristic of hie 
critiotsws of JPRR in the last year, both BPF.TDKL aid 'fTl-LAND arc aware of and 
approve of UTTT.TIT’s HjmTZZLI theory and eonsrc^W-ty feel that :/'•>; H is, on 

this count, naive. 

% r 3 and T talked without interruption with H Hr! for six 

hours. At roast naii of the conversation dealt diroctly or indirectly with the 
related Issues of OTCLTTT’s "meddling in politics", the prevailin' sentiment of 
distrust vis-a-vis ail former Generals, the unresolved issue of the 06 charter 
within the federal Republic, ex-SI^PSRites in the government, the political 
opposition to direct dependency of either the defense establis heart or the intel- 
ligence service on the Chanoellor, the definition of a ’* security risk,® the re- 
sponsibility of JPRH and BLANK via-a-vis security cases in Amt BLANK and the 
entire prob le m of ocssaunist penetration of -ho Federal Republic. Horn considers 
it a regrettable coincidence that the Germans have a "good Intelligence service" 
and a Veak security service." He feels that RADKE would be the 3fi r ^resident 
today if he were not an ex-XT PPERitb. He is concerned about the number of people 
who in turn have expressed concern about '’Tl'TY's men throughout the -pvemment. 
Sobmb one had even gone so far, he said, as to compare '-TTLIfT’s role with that 
of von SEECKT after World War I* HRRN know.? that both SPETDBL and 'TTELAND con- 
tinue to maintain contact to RTTLTTTj one of HORN’S staff during a reoent visit 
to Parts noted a "report to RTTLTTT" in VTELAND’s typewriter, H RN fuels that 
all Art BLANK staff members in baris should have only one channel for reporting - 
to his office in Bonn. He believes that -?T"TT should concern himself exclusive- 
ly with the collection of intelligence and the running of operations against hostile 
services outside of the Federal Republic. ;, TTLT7Y’s T ’JDRT’L\LT activities he finds 
most dangerous and categorically the responsibility of the PfV. 

L, At t’mea the conversation got down to specific cases. The EDER case was, 
he thought, irwroprly handled! it should have been timed over to the Bft at the 
very beginning. He also noted that RTTfTY had suggested that certain members of 
Amt BLANK were security risks but had failed to provide .ret BLANK with evidence. 

5. H -RN had no specific examples in mind regarding "■'i , '% T Tt*a "meddling in 
polities"— it was simply a charge that has been made very often. Mo had not . 
hear;’, of any 3pocific incidents— not even of the case of ’’FORR, the Lf 1 / Hesse 
Chief who was reportedly dropped for a too close association with Z T ifORN 
agreed that the genoral charge of "political meddling" was partially an outgrowth 
of the old "special connection" operation and Partially tlv- rrsult of an active 
opposition made up of a variety if individuals and groups with rather varied 
motives. Nevertheless, it does appear that. ' : HE does have a genuine concern that 
HITT. TTY may be Loading for internal political difficulties. Ho admitted that, 
spurred by stories that maohed him to the effect that TTLTTY was supporting 
BONIN in his "disloyal role," hr had written a sharply worded letter to r, TTT,lTT 
demanding a "S tellu ngnahne » " . At this point, demonstrating rather remark able 
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mental agility, H *Hli noted that,. he had positive evidence that was In oon— 

tact with Herbert ’.F.HNFR ->£* the t n !) and "other neutralists such as HSIHFKANN and 
HT iJJPKLMR.* 

6, Doth C~ 3 and T had the imprrs sion that HiflN has never 

really sat down ana clarified his mm thinking on the subject of the broad counter- 
intelligence and security problems that face the Federal Republic* His statements 
on the subject ware mainly expressions of Irritation with the existing situation 
which he* along with a lot of other people In and out of the Federal Republic 
government, oansiders unsatisfactory* 

,J 7, BOSH confirmed a statement made earlier the same day to C J 

that KTELMANNSEGQ will probably receive an assignment in Fbanee with SHAPE . / His 
da par tore would probably dear the air for 'fTFLAND's assignment as the I-C* This 
change, along with the establishment of a US, some clarification of the respective 
charters of the 3 IV and the GTS and, perhans most important of all, the move of 
ZIPPER into a legal framework offering a variety of checks and balances that do 
not in a legal sense exist under thr present arrangement, will probably resolve 
moat of the irritating factors that effect the relationship between H)HK and 
UTILT TT* In the final analysis, however. It is ^Tn.TTY's preoccupation with 
TLTDRIZZLY ("dossiers on Federal Republic officials") which is the kernel or the 
problem* th the present political situation in 'Jurnaiy, with almost the certain 
prospect that "neutralism" and "Eastern connections" will become increasingly 
co mmon In forman political life. It will take some very oersuasive forces to 
effeot a complete reorientation of "TIL ITT away from bis favorite professional 
hobby, 

o« The rest of the conversation with F 'W. dealt with developments in Ant 
BLANK planning and the relationship vi th the ?,.'* Advanced Planning Xroup* He 
was^moBt lyrloal about the latter and confident that the forming of German Armed 
Forces could now proceed* In 'dew of the extensive contact that now exists be- 
tween Amt BLANK and the h r .S. military, it would not seem that iTJSAKX has any 
further obligation to report on tills activity. Also, the fact fcliat KLBARK con- 
tinues to retain contact with :i Pii should be considered a K' T SARK matter, The 
H'HUj/sPEiDiL/«friiT».Ai;D relationship is also an affair that should be kept, for 
the present, within iT/BARX. Thus, it is requested that no dissemination of the 
contents of this report be made and that, within E-SARK, it be handled on a need- 
to-know basis* An exception in the case of Hr, Fowling and the -mbassador may 
be made* I am quite wtilinr to leave to Offenbach's judgment the necessity and 
extent of a briefin : of them on .Any of the irforvati^n obtained from n 'RH as long 
as he is not reveal'd an the vurcc , 
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